Rahman II, added the gilt work which
his son Mohammad tried in vain to finish
during his lifetime. So the noble work
of finishing this superb mosque was left
to Mohammad's son, Abdalla, who besides
finishing the gilt work added a few other
improvements to the building.

al-Rahman III, called
An-Nasir,  pulled down  the  old minaret
and raised in its place one so superb, that
it stands matchless to this day.    In the
sanctuary of this mosque was once kept
the famous   Mimbar   or   the   Pulpit   of
Hakim II which, according to the Arab
historians, was made of the finest mat-
erials and workmanship.    Ivory,  ebony,
red   and yellow  sandal-wood,  gold   and
Indian Aloe were used in its execution and
eight master craftsmen working every day
took nine years to complete it.    In the
western part of this mosque, Hakim II
constructed Dar-as-Asdaca or the Alms
Chamber and endowed it in a generous
manner.   Even this was finished with gilt
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